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TURKEYS  PER  BREEDER 
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Each  year  almost  25  turkeys  are  now 
raised  from  the  egg  output  of  the 
average  breeder  hen;  this  is  up  from 
less  than  10  turkeys  raised  per  hen 
in  the  mid-1940's.  Despite  the  in- 
crease, the  year-to-year  changes 
have  been  gradual  enough  to  make  the 
number  of  breeders  an  important  in- 
dicator of  the  size  of  the  prospective 


1955 
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turkey  crop.  In  October  1958,  farm- 
ers in  15  States  producing  turkey 
hatching  eggs  intendedto  have  11  per- 
cent more  breeders  in  their  January 
1959  flocks  tlnan  in  January  1958,  and 
to  December  1,  1958,  pullorum  test- 
ings of  breeder  turkeys  were  9  per  - 
cent  greater  than  the  year  before. 
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SUMMARY 


Farmers  are  likely  to  raise  fewer  replacement  chickens  in  the  spring  of 
1959  than  the  436  million  chickens  raised  in  1958*    This  would  reverse  the 
trend  of  hatchings  of  the  past  few  months  of  seasonally  light  hatchings,  when 
commercial  hatchery  production  of  egg«type  chicks  exceeded  a  year  earlier  by 
25  to  30  percent. 

The  reduction  in  prospect  would  affect  the  size  of  the  laying  flock  by 
late  1959,  dropping  it  below  the  326  nd.llion  layers  on  hand  January  1,  1959* 
However,  the  steady  trend  toward  more  eggs  per  bird  probably  will  continue, 
and  egg  production  in  every  month  of  1959  is  likely  to  exceed  the  correspond- 
ing 1958  month.    In  December  1958  egg  production  was  k  percent  larger  than  a 
year  earlier.    One  percent  more  layers  were  laying  at  a  3  percent  higher  rate 
per  bird. 
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Egg  prices  ax  the  end  of  1958  were  slightly  lover  thaa  in  December  1957* 
Prices  had  been  generally  declining  since  mid-September,  and  the  average  for 
the  fall  vas  the  second-lowest  since  195^»    Earlier  in  1958,  prices  were  ahove 
year-earlier  levels.    Prices  are  expected  to  stay  below  la^t  year  through  the 
spring  -  while  feed  prices  may  continue  slightly  higher.    This  coaibination  is 
expected  to  induce  fanaers  to  reduce  the  number  of  chickens  raised  this  spring. 

Broiler  prices  showed  the  beginning  of  a  seasonal  increase  after  the 
first  week  in  Janiiary.    Such  a  rise  genera]_ly  occurs  after  the  holidays. 
Through  the  first  few  days  of  Janiiary,  typical  prices  at  the  farm  in  Southern 
producing  areas  were  about  ik  cents  per  povmd;  later  in  sane  areas  they  rose 
to  15  and  16  cents.    Even  if  a  further  seasonal  rise  materializes  it  is  -un- 
likely to  lift  prices  in  the  South  to  the  20  to  22  cent  level  of  last  March, 
•v^en  market  supplies  were  limited  by  extremely  cold  weather  and  high  mortality 
in  preceding  months.    Chorrent  chick  placements  and  egg  settings  in  broiler 
areas  continue  at  a  high  rate,  sxxggesting  almost  15  percent  increases  over  last 
year  in  broiler  sttpplies  frcaa  now  through  at  least  early  April. 

Turkey  supplies  in  the  next  4  or  5  months  also  will  be  large.  Poult 
hatchings  since  September  1  have  been  5^  percent  above  the  year  before;  this 
indicates  that  slaughter  will  be  increased  correspondingly,  which  will  much 
more  than  con^jensate  for  the  slight  drop  in  Janiiary  1  cold  storage  holdings 
frcsQi  the  year  before.    At  162  million  pounds,  storage  stocks  were       8  per- 
cent short  of  last  year's  record  for  the  date.    Except  for  heavy  toms,  turkey 
prices  ended  the  year  weakly.    The  U.  S.  average  price  to  farmers  was 
23.3  cents  in  mid-December,  compared  with  24*5  cents  last  December.  Indlca^ 
tions  regarding  the  size  of  the  breeder  flock  suggest  that  the  1959  tvurkey 
crop  i  s  likely  to  exceed  the  78  million  birds  raised  in  1958^  but  by  a  much 
smaller  percentage  than  shown  by  the  recent  out-of-season  monthLy  hatches. 

Department  of  Agriculture  purchases  of  turkeys  for  School  Lunches  have 
been  continued  into  January.    A  similar  program  exists  for  egg  solids  (dried 
egg). 

The  mandatory  provisions  of  the  Poultry  Products  Inspection  Act  went 
into  effect  on  Janxiaxy  1,  1959.    In  general  this  requires  that  slaughtered 
poiiltry  shipped  in  interstate  commerce  must  be  Federally  inspected  for  whole- 
someness.    This  inspection  requires  examination  of  poialtry  in  the  process  of 
evisceration,  and  only  limited  temporary  exemptions  from  its  reqiiirements  have 
been  granted  to  facilitate  the  transition. 
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REVIEW  AKD  OUTLOOK 

Smaller  Batch  Seen 
for  1959  Replacement  Chicks 

Current  economic  relationships  suggest  that  fewer  chicks  than  last 
spring  -  perhaps  5  percent  fewer  -  will  be  batched  for  laying  flock  replace- 
ment in  the  spring  of  1959*    '-Che  egg-feed  price  ratio,  which  is  a  rough  indi- 
cator of  subsequent  changes  in  the  nimiber  of  replacement  chicks  raised,  in 
December  was  I9  percent  below  the  preceding  Deconber  and  is  likely  to  continue 
below  a  year  ago  through  the  principal  months  of  the  hatching  season. 

Hatchery  operations  in  recent  months  have  been  higher  than  a  year  ago 
(table  2),  but  are  likely  to  be  below  1958  during  the  main  hatching  season. 
Hatchings  of  egg-type  chj.cks  in  August-December  I958  1/  were  28  percent  great- 
er than  the  year  before.    This  increase,  particularly  in  Noveniber  and  December, 
partly  reflects  the  changing  seasonaliiy  in  the  hatching  of  egg-type  chicks, 
which  accoanpanies  increasing  commercialization.    It  also  reflects  the  gener- 
ally favorable  egg  prices  in  the  first  8  months  of  1958»    The  I8  million  more 
chicks  hatched  in  August-December  1958  than  in  the  same  period  of  the  preced- 
ing year  axe  equivalent  to  about  k  percent  of  the  ntmiber  of  chickens  raised  in 
1958.    The  increased  hatchings  before  January  will  offset  part  of  the  reduc- 
tion eacpected  during  the  principal  months  of  the  1959  season. 

The  chart  on  page  6   relates  changes  in  the  November-May  egg-feed  price 
ratio  to  changes  in  the  nusiber  of  chickens  raised.    In  195^58,  the  annual 
percentage  changes  in  chickens  raised  averaged  about  half  the  change  in  the 
weighted  egg-feed  price  ratio  2/.    This  contrasts  with  19^-50,  when  the  per- 
centage changes  for  the  two  series  practically  coincided. 

The  smaller  response  now  than  formerly  to  changes  in  the  egg-feed  price 
ratio  is  at  least  partly  explained  by  the  greater  cooE&ercialization  of  egg 
production  and  the  growing  average  size  of  the  typical  laying  flock.  Owners 
of  facilities  for  housing  large  flocks,  to  whom  eggs  are  a  more  ingoortant 
income  source  than  former  smaller  sideline  enterprises,  have  difficulty  in 
switching  enterprises,  nor  can  they  afford  to  allow  production  facilities  to 
stand  idle.    Furthermore,  egg  producers  have  a  great  deal  more  economic  infor- 
mation than  formerly,  through  contacts  with  their  suppliers,  loan  agencies. 
Government  agencies,  and  other  soiarces.    There  is  much  less  tendency  to  assume 
that  next  year's  price  will  be  the  same  as  today's  price.    These  considerations 
help  to  explain  the  fact  that  in  recent  years  the  relation  between  chickens 
raised  and  springtime  profit  indicators  is  less  precise  than  a  decade  ago. 

With  chick  sexing  now  a  standard  practice  -  in  1958  probably  61  percent 
of  fanners*  purchases  of  replacement  chicks  were  sexed  pullets  -  a  smaller 
number  of  chickens  raised  can  still  provide  almost  as  many  pullet  replacements 


1/  Assuming  a  December  hatch  proportionate  to  the  eggs  in  incubators 
December  1. 

2/  Weighted  as  in  table  k. 
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as  vere  supplied  by  the  larger  rearing  operations  of  years  past  (table  5). 
But  changes  in  the  number  of  chickens  raised  sxe  nevertheless  indicative  of 
changes  in  prospective  pullet  numbers  in  comparison  vith  the  years  immediately 
preceding,  beca\ise  changes  in  the  percentage  of  sexed  pullets  are  gradual. 


Percentage  Changes  in 

EGG-FEED  PRICE  RATIO 
AND  CHICKENS  RAISED 


1940  1945  1950  1955  1960 

A  WEIGHTED  AS  FOLLOWS:  PRECEDING  NOV..  I;  PRECEDING  DEC,  2;  JAN.,  3:  FEB.,  4:  MAR.,  5;  APR.,  3;  MAY,  ! 
I9S8  PRELIMINARY 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT   0  F  A  G  R  IC  U  UT  U  RE  N  E  G.  6454  -  58  (  9  )      AGR  ICU  LT  U  R  A  L  M  A  R  K  ET  ING  5  ER  V  IC  E 


Springtime  Egg  Prices 
Expected  Below  195^^; 
Storage  to  Provide  an  Outlet 

Egg  prices  to  farmers  in  mid-December  averaged  36.3  cents  per  dozen, 
as  compared  with  38.3  cents  in  November,  and  over  8  cents  per  dozen  less  than 
in  December  1957.    Farmers'  mid-month  prices  were  at  a  1958  peak  in  mid- 
September,  at  kl  cents.    Most  wholesale  market  prices  dropped  in  late  November 
and  early  Decoiiber,  but  rose  contra^seasonally  later  in  December,  before  drop- 
ping again  on  the  last  day  of  the  year.    During  the  second  week  of  January, 
prices  of  eggs  were. about  the  same  this  year  as  last  (table  6). 

As  production  increases,  egg  prices  are  likely  to  fall  below  1958,  with 
the  difference  between  1959  and  I958  egg  prices  widening  in  the  next  month  or 
two.    Prices  in  the  surplus  production  months  of  February-June  probably  will 
be  lower  thaja  in  January.    This  year,  prices  are  imlikely  to  repeat  the  rise 
that  lifted  the  U.  S.  average  egg  price  in  mid-I4arch  1958  to  to. 8  cents. 


PES-199 


-  7  - 


JANUARY  1959 


which  -was  vithin  1  cent  of  that  yeax*s  peak  in  mid-September.  In  part,  the 
spring  price  rise  in  1958  resiilted  trcm  unusually  cold  weather  in  the  first 
few  months  of  1958^  which  held  egg  production  down. 

However,  increased  storage  of  both  shell  and  frozen  eggs  will  terocper 
the  price  effects  of  the  prospective  increases  in  production.    In  1958,  shell 
egg  storage  was  the  smallest  since  records  were  begun,  peaking  at  only  0.9  mil- 
lion cases,  compared  with  1.8  million  in  1957 •    January  1,  1959  stocks  were 
56   thousand  cases  of  shell  eggs. 

For  frozen  egg,  there  is  also  a  prospect  for  increased  production  this 
year  compared  with  last.    Present  stocks  are  lower  than  at  this  seajson  of  any 
year  since  1953^  aJicL  are  unbalanced  with  respect  to  distribution  among  mixed 
whole,  yolk,  and  SLLbumen.    Frozen  yolk  is  presently  57-^2^  cents  per  pound 
(carlots.  New  York),  conipared  with  5^55  cents  a  year  ago  (for  the  only  grade 
then  quoted),  and  is  considered  scarce;  frozen  albmien  is  11  cents  per  pound 
(16  cents  last  year),  and  is  considered  to  be  in  a  buyer's  market.  Beca\ise 
these  components  are  not  s\ibstitutes  for  each  other,  the  need  for  yolk  is 
probably  a  stimulus  to  greater  egg-breaking  operations  than  is  usual  for  early 
in  the  year,  despite  the  low  price  for  the  by-product  albxaaen.    At  present 
prices  for  the  frozen  raw  materials,  dried  albumen  can  be  produced  at  smaller 
cost  per  pound  than  dried  yolk,  a  reversal  of  the  usual  price  relationship 
(table  7). 

Recent  week-to-week  declines  in  storage  holdings  of  frozen  egg  in  35 
cities  have  been  smaller  than  the  out-^novement  at  the  same  period  in  immedi- 
ately preceding  years.    This  means  that,  unless  current  use  is  considerably 
lower  than  seems  likely,  this  year's  storage  stocks  are  already  being  st^fple- 
mented  by  current  production  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  past  years.  Trade 
reports  say  that  mid-western  breakers  intend  to  start  large-scale  operations 
earlier  than  last  spring,  when  they  were  deterred  by  the  high  prices  for 
breaking  stock. 

After  mid-year,  egg  prices  will  strengthen  ftom  their  springtime  leyels, 
and  by  the  final  quarter  of  1959  they  may  be  above  corresponding  1958  prices. 
This  rests  on  the  forecast  that  fewer  replacement  chickens  will  be  raised  in 
1959^  and  that  monthly  egg  output  near  the  end  of  the  year  will  be  only 
slightly  larger  than  in  late  1958. 

Larger  Flock,  Higher  Rate  of  Lay, 
Larger  Egg  Production 

The  laying  flock  on  January  1,  1959  "was  326  million  birds,  1  percent 
larger  than  a  year  earlier.    In  addition,  there  were  36  million  pullets  on 
farms  not  yet  laying,  compared  with  31  million  a  year  earlier.    Most  of  the 
pullets  not  yet  laying  were  hatched  in  the  5  months  preceding  January  1. 

The  81  million  egg-type  chicks  hatched  by  commercial  hatcheries  in 
those  5  months  were  28  percent  more  than  in  the  preceding  year.    Their  gradual 
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addition  to  the  laying  flock  in  the  first  half  of  1959  will  hold  the  laying 
flock  above  a  year  earlier. 

This  larger  flock  is  likely  to  lay  at  a  heavier  rate  per  bird  than  last 
year.    Although  on  Jan\iary  1  the  rate  of  lay  was  unchanged  from  last  January  1, 
there  is  likely  to  be  a  noticeable  increase  from  now  to  early  March  (table  8). 

In  the  spring  when  egg  production  per  bird  will  be  high,  little  increase 
over  a  year  earlier  can  "be  expected.    But  again  after  mid-year  there  will  be 
a  noticeable  increase  over  the  year  before  in  rate  of  lay  per  bird.    This  means 
that  total  egg  production  in  the  first  2^  months  of  the  year  is  likely  to  be 
considerably  greater  than  last  y^ar,  while  in  the  following  several  months  - 
during  the  spring  -  it  will  exceed  1958  by  little  more  than  the  1  or  2  percent 
that  numbers  of  layers  are  expected  to  exceed  1958* 

Egg  production  later  in  the  year  will  reflect  the  size  of  the  forth- 
coming hatch.    Even  if  the  spring  hatch  is  down  substantially,  the  increased 
number  of  chicks  hatched  in  the  last  half  of  1958  and  the  prospective  higher 
rates  of  lay  during  the  fall  and  early  winter  probably  will  hold  egg  production 
above  1958  in  every  month  of  1959 •    However,  the  difference  late  in  the  year 
is  likely  to  be  smaller  than  in  January  -  February. 

Increasing  Sirpplies  to  T.imit 
Broiler  Price  Rise 

Broiler  prices  at  ik  cents  per  pound  on  the  farm  were  common  through- 
out the  Southeast  in  December  1958.    In  the  first  week  of  January  1959  they 
had  not  changed  substantially,  but  by  January  13  they  had  reax^hed  16  cents  in 
some  Southern  areas.    Usually  prices  rise  after  the  Christmas  and  New  Year 
holidays. 

Although  prices  on  the  DelMarVa  Peninsula  -  and  on  the  Pacific  Coast  - 
were  somewhat  higher  than  in  the  South,  prices  for  all  of  the  important  areas 
late  in  1958  eind  in  early  January  1959  vere  below  the  year  before.    Fbr  mid- 
December,  the  U.  S.  average  price  at  the  farm  was  15.I  cents  per  pound  in 
1958,  and  16. h  cents  in  1957;  for  mid-November,  corresponding  prices  were 
15.9  and  16.9  cents  (table  10). 

The  late  1958  prices  resulted  in  slim  profit  margins.    In  the  last 
2  months  of  1957,  the  U.  S.  average  broiler-feed  price  ratios  were  3.5  and 
3.^  pounds  respectively  (poimds  of  feed  that  cotild  have  been  bought  with  the 
value  of  1  pound  of  live  broiler).    In  the  same  months  of  1958,  the  ratios 
were  3.^  and  3*1  pounds,    laical  feed  requirements  for  a  pound  of  broiler 
are  2^  to  2^  pounds.    After  this  cost  is  met,  the  cost  of  the  chick  absorbs 
most  of  the  remainder. 

Chick  costs  in  the  last  few  months  have  been  about  $12  per  100,  and  the 
mid-December  average  cost  of  broiler  mash  was  pi-.^k  per  100  pounds.    Both  of 
these  prices  are  "retail"  for  a  small  independent  grower  and  represent  his 
costs.    At  U.  S.  average  price  relationships  of  recent  months,  the  broiler 
entesrprise  has  not  been  profitable  to  such  producers. 
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As  a  consequence,  the  overwhelming  majority  of  the  broilers  are  put  out 
by  large-scale  enterprises,  either  under  a  contract  system  or  on  directly  con- 
trolled farms.    Such  large  organizations  get  their  feed  and  chicks  at  a  net 
cost  lower  than  the  above-cited  retail  prices,  and  their  inda.vidual  broiler- 
feed  price  ratios  are  accordingly  more  favorable.    But  even  Mith  such  savings 
many  large  producers  probably  do  not  fully  cover  their  costs,  including  over- 
head, when  broilers  are  Ik  cents  per  pound. 

Despite  these  adverse  price  relationships,  broiler  production  continues 
to  move  irpward.    Producers  apparently  expect  that  later  prices  will  provide 
larger  net  returns,  since  protective  annual  average  prices  will  probably 
exceed  recent  monthly  averages.    In  the  last  half  of  1958,  when  broiler  prices 
were  consistently  below  1957;  broiler  chick  hatchings  were  13  percent  above 
1957*    Decanber  placements  in  22  in^)ortant  States  were  l6  percent  above  1957l 
hatchings  since  January  1,  and  eggs  set  in  incubators,  have  been  almost  15  per- 
cent above  last  Jaaauary.    In  addition  to  being  above  the  year  before,  monthly 
totals  of  broiler  chicks  hatched  since  October  have  equalled  or  exceeded  the 
preceding  month*  s  oul^ut. 

As  a  result  of  this  large  output  of  chicks,  supplies  of  broilers  for 
slaughter  into  April  will  continue  larger  than  last  year  by  at  least  a  simi- 
lar percentage;  th^  may  exceed  1958       an  even  larger  margin  if  growing  con- 
ditions prove  more  favorable  this  winter  than  last.    Larger  sullies  of  broil- 
ers, increasing  supplies  of  coinpeting  pork,  and  the  low  broiler  prices  at  all 
levels  of  trade  in  the  past  h  months  suggest  only  a  slight  seasonal  rise  in 
broiler  prices  in  the  next  few  months.    The  rise  will  not  duplicate  the  in- 
crease of  last  winter,  when  U.  S.  average  price  at  the  farm  level  was 
20.6  cents  in  Janiiary-March,  compared  with  l6.8  cents  per  pound  in  the  October- 
December  quarter. 

Lar^e  Prospective  Turkey  Crop 
Despite  Low  1955  Prices 

Average  turkey  prices  declined  in  the  last  quarter  of  I958,  but  trends 
for  particular  classes  were  mixed,    \7hile  most  quotations  declined  or  held 
steady,  prices  for  heavy  toms  increased.    The  rise  continued  into  January. 
Except  for  the  heaviest  toms,  most  tinrkey  prices  at  the  end  of  1958  were  lower 
than  the  year  before,  and  December  prices  to  farmers  were  the  lowest  since  19^1 . 

The  contrasting  trends  in  farmers'  average  turkey  prices  in  the  final 
quarters  of  1957  and  1958  are  shown  on  the  following  table: 


Year 


October 


November 


December 


January 
following 


1957 
1958 


22.3 

24.0 


23.5 
23.1 


24.5 
23.3 


22.6 


Table  13  shows  similar  comparisons  for  particular  classes  of  turkeys. 
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Large  slaughter  in  prospect  and  heavy  storage  stocks  indicate  little 
likelihood  of  higher  average  ttirkey  prices  in  the  next  3  or  ^  months.  The 
January  1,  1959  storage  stocks  of  turkeys  —    l62  million  pounds  —  were 
15  million  pounds  short  of  last  year's  record  holdings  for  that  date.  A 
private  survey  to  be  made  on  February  1  by  the  Institute  of  American  Poultry 
Industries  will  show  the  composition  of  storage  stocks  as  of  that  time. 

Slaughter  of  txirkeys  through  April  or  May  will  be  \ip  sharply  from  last 
year  due  to  the  great  increases  in  poult  hatchings  in  recent  months.  In 
September-December  1958,  hatchings  were  respectively  I85,  222,  Ijky  and  125  per- 
cent of  the  year  before,  for  an  average  increase  of  57  percent  in  that  period 
1/  (table  ih).    Eggs  in  incubators  Janiiary  1  were  9  percent  more  than  the  year 
before,  according  to  a  weekly  report  from  11  States. 

Although  increases  in  hatchings  so  far  are  large,  they  occiirred  in  the 
period  when  hatchings  are  seasonally  low.    Percentagewise,  increases  over  last 
year  are  likely  to  decline  further  as  the  months  of  greatest  turkey  hatchings  - 
March-J\ane  -  approach.    But  an  increased  turkey  crop  for  1959  seems  assured 
by  the  high  October  level  of  breeders'  intentions  (+7  percent  for  heavy  breeds 
and  +38  percent  for  light),  by  the  increase  to  date  in  the  number  of  breeders 
tested  (+9  percent),  and  by  the  momentm  of  the  increases  that  have  already 
been  shown  in  the  monthly  hatches  (table  15). 

Hatchings  so  far  have  shown  tremendous  increases  for  heavy  white  tur- 
keys (in  September-Deceniber,  +67  percent)  and  for  light-breed  turkeys  (+99  per- 
cent) .    The  change  for  bronze  tvirkeys  is  a  decrease  of  11  percent,  because  of 
lighter  recent  settings  of  eggs.    For  the  spring  months,  however,  bronze  tur- 
keys are  not  likely  to  lag  so  far  behind  the  other  varieties,  since  their 
hatchings  are  more  inflexible  than  other  classes  of  turkeys  in  adhering  to 
fixed  seasonal  patterns.    Even  in  1958*  when  large  white  turkeys  were  more 
popular  than  ever  before,  bronae  turkeys  still  comprised  about  2/3  of  the 
total  hatchings. 

Turkey  prices  in  the  last  2  years  have  been  the  lowest  since  the  early 
l^kO^s.    It  the  1959  crop  is  as  large  as  is  now  indicated  —  up  to  the  record 
81  million  birds  of  1957  —  prices  later  in  the  year  will  continue  low.  These 
facts  have  prompted  the  National  Turkey  Federation,  trade  association  for  the 
industry,  to  sponsor  legislation  to  authorize  a  "self-help"  prosram.  The 
proposal  is  called  "National  Turkey  Marketing  Act",  and  woiold  permit  assess- 
ments against  various  segnents  of  the  t^jrkey  industry,  with  the  proceeds  to  be 
used  for  research, promotion, and  market  development  programs,  and/or  the  diver- 
sion of  turkey  breeders,  hatching  eggs,  poults,  or  market  turkeys  from  normal 
channels  of  use  or  distribution. 


1/  December  based  on  eggs  in  inciibators. 
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Government  Piirchases 
Continue  for  Egg 
Solids,  Frozen  Turkeys 

U.S.D.A,  bovight  no  egg  solids  (dried  whole  egg)  during  December,  and 
the  rate  of  purchases  for  frozen  turkey  slowed  during  that  month.    The  Depart- 
ment bought  0.2  million  pounds  of  ready-to-cook  t\arkey  during  the  month,  bring- 
ing the  cumulative  totals  since  mid-s\immer  to  23.6  million  pounds;  cumulative 
purchases  of  egg  solids  to  mid-January  are  4.3  million  pounds.    The  last 
preceding  U.S.D.A.  turkey  purchases  were  in  1956  (25  million  pounds),  and  the 
preceding  purchases  of  egg  solids  in  1957  "were  if. 7  million  pounds.    The  current 
pijrchases  are  being  used  for  the  National  School  Lunch  Program,  which  last  yeax 
served  about  11  million  children. 

In    early     January,       U.S.D.A.  paying  prices  for  dried  whole  egg 
solids,  at  midwestern  plant  locations  in  caxlots,  were  between  $1.21  -  $1.23 
per  pound.    Each  pound  of  egg  solids  is  equivalent  to  about  3  dozen  eggs.  Pay- 
ing prices  for  dried  whole  egg  solids  earlier  in  the  year  had  ranged  between 
extremes  of  $l.l8  and  $1.23  per  pomd. 

Mid-December  turkey  prices  under  the  Government  program  have  been 
33-3^  cents  per  pound,  at  Eastern  and  mid-West  locations.    The  Government's 
acceptance  price  has  fluctuated  with  changes  in  market  prices,  and  had  been  as 
low  as  31+  cents  in  November  for  West  CJoast  purchases.    On    the    other  hand, 
the  highest  paying  price  under  the  current  program  had  been  37^"  cents  for  a 
car lot  in  South  Carolina. 

As  of  January  15 ^  both  programs  were  to  continue  weekly  consideration  of 
offers  of  the  respective  commodities,  until  further  notice. 

An  additional  Government  influence  upon  the  egg  market  occurred  in  early 
November,  when  the  International  Cooperation  Administration  allotted  $2.4  mil- 
lion to  Spain  for  the  purchase  of  mediimi  size  eggs  in  the  United  States,  and 
their  shipment  abroad.    Also,  poultry  to  the  value  of  $0.5  million  may  be  ex- 
ported commercially  to  Spain  under  the  terms  of  Public  Law  480,  and  $5.0  mil- 
lion to  Turkey.    Public  Law  450,  administered  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
enables  the  exporters  of  goods  moving  under  these  programs  to  receive  dollars 
for  the  exports,  and  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  accepts  foreign  currency. 

Poultry  Feeds, 
Ingredients,  Higher 
than  Year-Ago 

Poultry  feeds  generally  rose  in  price  from  mid-November  to  mid-December, 
when  all  except  scratch  feed  -  now  a  little-used  item  -  were  1  to  3  percent 
higher  than  a  year  earlier. 

At  this  time  last  year,  corn  prices  were  held  down  by  the  high  moistxure 
of  a  large  part  of  the  crop,  and  the  need  to  use  it  quickly  to  avoid  spoilage. 
While  such  grain  cannot  be  used  readily  in  poultry  feeds,  its  availability 
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held  dovn  the  general  level  of  corn  prices.    This  season,  the  crop  is  of  good 
q.\iality.    Despite  the  record  size  of  the  crop,  and  lower  supports  than  a  year 
ago,  the  U.  S.  average  price  to  farmers  in  Decemher  was  $1.02  per  bushel,  a 
little  above  the  98  cents  a  year  earlier.    In  the  coming  months,  there  is  like- 
ly to  be  less  seasonal  rise  to  corn  prices  than  last  year. 

Prices  of  soybean  meal,  principal  protein  supplement  for  poultry  feeds, 
are  above  a  year  ago  by  a  irlder  margin  than  prevails  for  corn.    In  early 
January,  kh  percent  protein  soybesin  meal  in  bulk  in  Chicago  vas  $67  per  ton; 
a  year  earlier  it  was  $55 • 

Poultry  Inspection  Act 
In  Effect 

The  Poultry  Products  Inspection  Act  became  effective  on  January  1,  1959* 
On  that  date,  it  became  mandatoiy  that  all  slaughtered  poultry  and  poultry 
products  shipped  interstate  be  Federally  inspected  for  wholesomeness,  or  be 
specifically  exempted.    The  inspection  is  performed  at  3  levels,  ante-mortem, 
post-^aortem,  and  re-inspection.    Except  for  a  few  temporary  extensions  of  time 
to  permit  dressing  plants  to  complete  conversion  to  evisceration.  New  York 
dressed  birds  are  barred  from  interstate  trade,  unless  they  move  from  one 
approved  plant  to  another  for  further  processing,  or  are  exempted  according  to 
religious  dietary  laws,  or  are  \mder  the  provisions  of  the  Act  covering  pro- 
ducer-processors 1/. 

The  Poultry  Inspection  Service  has  been  considerably  expanded  dxiring 
the  past  year  to  meet  the  new  responsibilities  specified  by  the  Act.  Previ- 
ously, poultry  inspection  had  been  voltmtary  on  the  part  of  processors,  who 
paid  a  fee  to  have  the  ser^vice  supplied  in  their  plants.    In  January  1958^ 
about  350  plants  (including  canners  and  firms  preparing  processed  food  prod- 
ucts) operated  \inder  the  vol\int8xy  program.    By  January  3)  1959^  "tl^s  service 
had  been  expanded  to  provide  inspection  for  the  output  of  ^5^  slaughtering 
and  eviscerating  plants.    Personnel  and  supervisory  costs  of  the  service  to 
slaughterers  are  now  borne  by  appropriated  Federal  fxinds,  but  the  plants  and 
eq.uipment  were  brought  up  to  q.ualifying  standards  at  the  expense  of  the  plant 
operators. 

On  January  9,  1959;  there  were  outstanding  about  160  exemptions  issued 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  each  covering  one  establishment.  These 
exemptions  are  granted  provided  plants  meet  the  sanitary  requirements  of  the 
Act.    Most  of  the  exemptions  apply  to  plants  processing  poultry  food  products 
at  stages  beyond  evisceration;  this  includes  preparation  of  canned  poultry 
products,  etc.     This  action  was  taken  because  it  was  determined  that  the  most 
effective  administration  of  this  Act  would  be  accomplished  by  directing  all 
available  resources  to  providing  inspection  in  establishments  where  poultry  is 
slaughtered  and  eviscerated.     This  determination  was  made  keeping  in  mind  that 
under  this  proced\are  poviltry  moving  in  interstate  commerce  would  be  inspected 

1/  "New  York  dressed"  refers  to  slaughter  and  removal  of  blood  and  feathers; 
head,  feet,  and  viscera  remain. 


PES-199 


-  13  - 


JANUARY  1959 


for  wholesomeness  at  the  time  of  eviscerating,  and  would  be  processed  in 
establishments  where  supervision  of  sanitation  aspects  of  processing  woxild  be 
effected. 

Intrastate  trade  is  not  now  subject  to  the  regulations,  although  the 
legislation  contaiins  a  section  permitting  application  of  the  Act  to  metropol- 
item  cons\mrption  areas  under  proper  designations. 

One  immediate  and  temporary  restilt  of  the  application  of  the  Act  was  an 
increase  in  the  quotation  for  New  York  dressed  (non-eviscerated)  chickens  in 
New  York  City. 

Another  effect,  frequently  mentioned  in  Market  News  reports  from  pro- 
ducing areas,  is  that  the  settlement  for  the  transfer  of  broilers  from  farms  is 
now  often  being  made  on  the  basis  of  live  weight  after  adjustment  for  post- 
mortem condemnations.    In  a  fully  integrated  production  operation,  with  slaugh- 
ter performed  by  the  same  firm  growing  the  chickens,  this  would  be  only  an 
accoimting  difference  except  insofar  as  the  statistic  might  affect  a  bonus  to 
the  farmer  feeding  the  chickens;  but  if  the  chickens  actually  change  ownership 
from  grower  to  slaughterer,  this  change  in  procedure  may  have  greater  effects. 
In  well-grown  healthy  flocks  condemnations  typically  are  less  than  1  percent. 

The  inspection  operation  (for  wholesomeness)  does  not  duplicate  the 
grading  service  (measuring  degrees  of  quality)  which  is  performed  by  the  De- 
partment of  Agrictilture  on  a  fee  basis.    The  inspection  program  is  essentially 
a  public  health  program,  and  is  financed  from  appropriated  FederaQ.  funds;  the 
grading  program,  on  the  other  hand,  is  to  facilitate  trade,  and  is  self-sup- 
porting, from  payments  made  by  applicants  for  the  service.    However,  the  De- 
partment will  not  grade  poultry  for  retail  sale  unless  it  has  been  officially 
inspected. 
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Table  1  .-Storage  stocks  of  frozen  egg:    First-of -month,  United  States,  I95O  to  date; 

weekly,  35  cities,  -Harch  19^  to  date 


Year 

:  Jan. 

:    Feb.  : 

Max.  : 

Apr.  : 

May 

:    Jime  : 

July 

Aug.  t 

Sept.: 

Oct.  : 

Nov. 

:  Dec. 

:  Mil. 

mi. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

:  lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

(a)  Monthly,  United  States 

1950 

55 

73 

117 

155 

180 

188 

175 

155 

133 

104 

76 

1951 

.  ^7 

31 

33 

62 

109 

163 

190 

191 

176 

151 

122 

95 

1952 

67 

53 

61 

8k 

111 

11^6 

166 

iD3 

llA 

124 

95 

72 

1953  : 

50 

35 

k2 

65 

99 

132 

160 

153 

133 

110 

87 

61 

1951^  : 

k2 

38 

k2 

92 

136 

167 

186 

181 

161 

139 

118 

95 

1955  : 

75 

66 

63 

8»f 

126 

171 

19ij- 

195 

180 

155 

128 

101 

1956  : 

Ik 

51 

h2 

61 

95 

iho 

172 

177 

168 

152 

132 

109 

1957  : 

87 

75 

66 

78 

108 

167 

177 

165 

14? 

124 

99 

19?  0  : 

57 

60 

53 

00 

101 

131+ 

ll+O 

13** 

117 

94 

73 

1959  : 

57 

fb)  Weekly,  35 

cities 

Weeks  ; 

1959 

1958 

First 

28 

36 

29 

3h 

51 

66 

70 

65 

58 

48 

35 

Second 

?7 

35 

29 

37 

56 

68 

69 

64 

56 

46 

33 

Third 

33 

30 

kl 

60 

69 

68 

62 

53 

43 

31 

Fourth  . 

31 

31 

hk 

62 

70 

68 

60 

50 

40 

30 

Fifth 

30 

hi 

67  . 

37 

Table    2. -Monthly  hatchings  of  replacement -type  chicks,    available    data,  and 
replacement -tj-pe  eggs  in  incubators,  December  1958,  and  chickens  raised. 

United  States,  I954  to  date 


Item 

1954 

:  1955 

i  1956 

i    1957  1/ 

]      1958  2/  . 

1959 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Percent 

Hatchings  ; 

Janusiry 

32.9 

39.3 

30.5 

34.4 

February 

j/201.5 

71.2 

84.0 

56.3 

61.9 

March 

148.8 

149.5 

109.4 

114.6 

April 

3/193.9 

163.9 

159. U 

129.4 

136.1 

May 

j/m.5 

107.9 

108.8 

90.8 

111.6 

June 

W  33.9 

32.7 

34.7 

27.9 

39-1 

July 

14. 9 

15.1+ 

11.9 

17.9 

August 

12.6 

14.3 

10.2 

14.5 

September 

14.1 

14.8 

12.3 

15.5 

October  "! 

16.6 

17.1 

13.0 

17.1 

November 

15.5 

14.7 

12.2 

15.9 

December 

17.5 

15.9 

15-7 

4/11.6 

Total,  calendar  year 

646  6 

667.9 

519.5 

Total,  12  months 

ending  July  of 

given  year 

685.3 

533.0 

579-0 

Chickens  raised. 

calendar  year 

540iO 

461.9 

478.6 

396.6 

435-8 

1/  Revised. 

2/  Preliminary. 

3/  Derived. 

^  Eggs  in  incubators  first  of  month  as  a  percentage  of  preceding  year. 
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Table  3  .--Pullet  chick  placements  for  broiler  hatchery 

supply  flocks  1/ 


;  1956 

1957 

:  1958 

Sum  of 

Sum  of 

Sum  of 

:  For  the 

this  and  • 

For  the 

this  and 

For  the 

this  and 

Month 

;  month 

6  preceding; 

month 

6  preceding 

month 

6  preceding 

months 

months 

months 

;  Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

,  chicks 

chicks 

chicks 

chicks 

chicks 

chicks 

January  ; 

1-9 

n.  a. 

1-9 

13-0 

2.0 

13-5 

February  ; 

2.2 

n.  a. 

2.0 

13.2 

2.3 

14.1 

March  : 

2.9 

n.  a. 

2.5 

13.9 

3.1 

15 .8 

April  : 

3.0 

n.  a. 

3.0 

15.1 

3.3 

17.2 

May  ; 

2.9 

n .  a  • 

2.9 

16.0 

3.6 

18.5 

June  ; 

2.3 

n.  a. 

2.1 

16.2 

19.9 

July  ; 

1.8 

16.9 

1.7 

16.1 

3.1 

20.8 

August  ; 

1.9 

16.9 

1.J+ 

15.6 

2.6 

21.4 

September  ; 

1-9 

16.5 

1.9 

15 .6 

2.7 

21.9 

October  ; 

1.9 

15.6 

2.3 

15.3 

2.6 

21.3 

November  : 

1.9 

14.5 

1.9 

lif.2 

2.1 

20.1 

December  : 

1.8 

2.2 

13.5 

Annual  : 

total  ; 

26.2 

25.9 

1/  Includes  expected  piillet  replacements  from  eggs  sold  during  the  preceding 
month  at  the  rate  of  125  pullet  chicks  per  case  of  eggs, 
n.a.  -  Not  available 
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Table  k  . — Egg-feed  price  ratio,  chickens  raised,  and  pullets  on 
farms.  United  States,  1925  to  date 


1  cclx  . 

Egg-feed  : 

ci  Vex  clg,c  /  • 

1/ 

Chickens 
raised 

Pound 

Millions 

x*; .  y 

0 

-1-3  •  P 

71  ft 

Xj5  .  f 

7^10 
1 

IPO 
X^ .  £: 

7riri 
( uu 

X3  .X 

7m 

X3  •  0 

777 
( (  1 

XU .  0 

XX  »  D 

7'3  A 

1 3° 

1933 

lif.3 

750 

1934 

10.9 

-L93> 

XX  .  *+ 

(^«;ft 

TO  1 
13.1 

71 

-^93  1 

9.4- 

^1 

1930 

XX .  4 

1939 

1  0  < 

097 

1  r>  k 

XU  •  H- 

03'+ 

1  oil  T 

11  c: 

.  TOO 

ftkk 

19^3 

: 

1,001 

19hk 

11.2 

832 

x9^!? 

Ann 

Xy4-D 

11  (~» 

11.9 

730 

1947 

11.3 

719 

19^0 

9.0 

615 

1949 

12.7  - 

705 

1950 

9.6 

620 

1951 

11.4 

623 

1952 

9.1 

561 

1953 

:  11.3 

✓  ' 

195^ 

:  10.9 

1955 

:  9.7 

i^62 

1956 

:  12.1 

479 

1957 

:  9.1 

397 

:  11.7(13.1^) 

U36 

1959J/ 

—(11.1) 

Pullets 
on  farms, 
January  1 
following 


Percentage  of  preceding  year 


Egg-feed 
price  ratio 

(weighted 
average)  l/ 


:  Pullets 
Chickens  :on  farms, 
raised    : January  1 
 ;  following 


Millions 


253 

230 

237 
238 
212 
226 
2U9 

215 
242 
25^ 

2U0 
278 

319 
350 
301 
322 
281 
278 
258 
287 

258 
261 
238 
255 
257 
239 
250 
224 


Percent 


105 
99 
91 

107 

105 
77 
109 
123 
76 
105 
115 
72 
121 
111 

83 
111 

115 
111 

76 
114 

93 
95 
87 
130 

76 
119 

80 
124 

96 

89 
125 

75 
129 


Percent  Percent 

103 
106 
104 

93 
107 


(83) 


103 

91 
io4 

102 
86 
102 

109 
84 
108 
107 

91 
118 

113 

119 

83 
107 

83 
97 

86 

115 

77 

101 

90 

98 

99 
86 

83 
no 


95 

9h 
103 

100 

89 
107 
110 

86 
113 
105 

9^ 
116 

115 

110 
86 

107 
87 
99 
93 

111 

90 
101 

91 

107 

101 

93 

105 
90 


1/  Weights  are  as  follows:     Preceding  November,  1; preceding  December,  2; 
January,  3;  February,  4;  March,  5;  April,  3;  May,  1.     2/  Preliminary.    _3/  For 
1959^  November  and  December;  comparable  1958  in  parentheses. 
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Table   5      Chickens  raised,  pullets  on  f amis  Januaiy  1  following, 
and  chick  sexing,  available  data,  1930  to  date 


1       Sexed  ] 

Pullets  on 

farms  2/ 

[  pullets 

I  Chickens  ] 

,  bought  as  a 

:        As  reported  : 

As  a  percentage  of 

Year 

[  raised 

,  percentage  . 

chickens 

raised 

!         2/  ! 

of  total  ', 

chick  i 

;    Oct.  1 

\    Jan.  1  * 

Oct.  1  s 

Jan.  1 

purchases  ', 

1  following  * 

following 

t  Mil. 

Pet, 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Pet- 

1930  J 

\  111 

2104. 

31.k 

1931  ! 

109 

2L0 

230 

33.9 

32.U 

1932  J 

t  736 

25k 

237 

1933        J  7^0 

25k 

238 

"W  7 

193U  J 

6hh 

229 

212 

1935  ! 

!  658 

2k2 

226 

1936  ! 

!  715 

271 

2k9 

'\)\  B 

1937  ! 

601 

2k8 

215 

•  0 

1938  J 

651 

276 

2k2 

J 1  •~ 

1939  3 

697 

287 

25k 

)il^2 

36  k 

19U0  i 

63li 

292 

2k0 

'k6.1 

37.9 

19m  ! 

1  7U5 

328 

278 

kk.O 

37.3 

19U2  J 

20.9 

363 

319 

19U3  ! 

1,001 

17.2 

393 

350 

^7 

19UU  : 

832 

20.3 

3k7 

301 

19U5  1 

I  890 

18.5 

371 

322 

kl.7 

19U6  ! 

E  738 

22.3 

325 

281 

kk-0 
1.1.14..  ^ 

?8-l 

19)47  ! 

719 

26.0 

326 

278 

38-7 

19U8  ! 

i  615 

30,0 

301 

258 

k8.9 

k2-0 

19U9  J 

705 

31.0 

32k 

287 

k6.0 

kO.7 

19^0  ! 

\  620 

32.0 

283 

258 

k5.6 

kl.6 

19^1  i 

!  623 

33.0 

288 

261 

k6.2 

1;1.9 

19^2 

!  561 

37.0 

259 

238 

k6.2 

k2,U 

1953  ! 

I  5U8 

i;2.0 

266 

255 

k8.5 

k6.5 

195U  : 

'  5U0 

^9.0 

273 

257 

50.6 

U7.6 

1955  1 

U62 

50.0 

2k2 

239 

52.k 

51.7 

1956  3/  ! 

!  U79 

53.0 

258 

250 

53.9 

52.2 

1957  3/  i 

t  397 

4/60.0 

227 

224 

57.2 

56.4 

1958  1/  : 

436 

5/61.0 

252 

57.8 

1/  For  farm  flock  replacement;  excluding  specialized  broilers. 

2j  Laying  and  not  yet  laying. 

3/  Revised. 

%/  Preliminary. 

5/  Intentions  to  purchase. 
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Table   7 • — Frozen  egg,  by  types:    Stocks  and  New  York  wholesale  prices  per  pound, 

1955  to  date,  with  comparisons 


Item 


Albumen: 
Stocks  on  first 
of  month 


Average  prices, 
first  full  week 
of  month 


Yolk: 
Stocks  on  first 
of  month 


Average  prices, 
first  full  week 
of  month  Xj 


Mixed  whole: 
Stocks  on  first 
of  month 


Average  prices, 
first  full  week 
of  month  3/ 


Year 


1955 

:Mil.lb. 

:  25 

21 

20 

25 

37 

50 

9^ 

5^+ 

ki 

37 

30 

23 

1956 

:  do. 

:  17 

11 

9 

15 

25 

39 

50 

52 

50 

^5 

40 

34 

1957 

:  do. 

:  28 

26 

24 

26 

33 

^3 

53 

56 

52 

k6 

39 

32 

1958 

:  do. 

•  26 

23 

21 

25 

35 

i^5 

hi 

ko 

32 

27 

1959 

:  do. 

:  22 

1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 


1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 


Unit 


Ct. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


:  1955 

mi. lb. 

18 

:  1956 

do. 

23 

:  1957 

do. 

20 

:  1958 

do. 

15 

:  1959 

do. 

16 

':  1955 

Ct. 

53 

:  1956 

do. 

5H 

:  1957 

do. 

53 

:  1958 

do. 

3/ 
Si 

:  1959 

do. 

ct. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May 


June* 


July* 


Aug. 


"Sept. 


Oct.  * 


Nov.  ■ 


Dec. 


I5f 

27 

16^ 

16^ 

111 


20 
28 

I3I 


16 
18 

17 
12 


53 
54^ 
52f 
53i 


21 
27-4 

13 


17 
15 
15 
11 


58| 
53 

58i 


I8f 

23I  24i 


19 


14  14 
13^    145/8  13 


19f 
23f 
12I 


23 
20 

17 
10 


50f 
50 1 
49i 
62^ 


32 
29 
23 
15 


53 
5lf 
52 
6li 


^^3 
38 
29 
26 


52 
49* 

62 


21 
23 
12i 
13 


50 
44 

35 
38 


52 
5U 
52i 
62 


20 

22i 

12 

Hi 


49 
46 

39 
37 


51 
53 

61 


21^ 
2l| 
14 
11 


46 
41 
36 
35 


52f 

53| 
52i 
61 


23? 

21 

14 


41 
38 
31 
30 


5H 


53 


f 


53 

6l| 


26 

25i 
29f 

29i 


32f 

33? 
26| 

29 


32* 
30  i 


28i 

3l| 
26 

31 


29^ 
33? 
26 

31^ 


28 1 
32 
25f 
3o| 


23f 
18| 

15 
12i 


35 
32 
26 
25 


5^+ 
5H 
5^ 
6l| 


24^ 
17I 
17 
12 


29 
26 
21 
20 


54 
5H 

6C 


1955 

:Mil.lb. 

:  29 

25 

23 

32 

52 

71 

81 

82 

78 

69 

56 

44 

1956 

:  do. 

:  29 

19 

15 

22 

35 

56 

69 

71 

69 

63 

5^^ 

44 

1957 

:    do . 

:  3^ 

28 

23 

30 

46 

63 

72 

73 

68 

62 

51 

40 

1958 

:  do. 

:  29 

23 

21 

17 

23 

35 

46 

50 

48 

42 

33 

24 

1959 

:  do. 

:  17 

29 

30 

29'; 

30? 

29 

31 

32 

32 

3l| 

30| 

281 

28i 

24f 
31! 

26 

28 

29 

30 

32 

29J 

30 

29i 

30f 

3li 

1/  Highest  color  quoted. 

2/  Insufficient  wholesale  sales  to  report  prices. 
3/  "Spring  pack"  whenever  quoted  separately. 


"Unclassified"  frozen  egg  is  not  included  in  this  table. 
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Table  9  • — Weekly  commercial  egg  movement,  1958  1/ 


i.  L  \JLll     J.  CLJ.  UlKzJ.  0  « 

JjcXX  Vd  Xcro  U(J 

"oo         fcraiS-Cl  o 

Week  ending: 

■    Percent  of  pre- 

[  Percent  of  first  [ 

Percent  of  pre-  [ 

Percent  of  first 

\        ceding  week 

[      week  of  year  | 

ceding  week  [ 

week  of  year 

I^CX  <-  tril  U 

jrercenT/ 

January 

k   

100 

100 

100 

1  nn 

11   ... 

108 

108 

121 

121 

18  

102 

102 

1  ?? 

25  

101 

1  ?6 

February 

1   

101 

10^ 

121 

1  5? 

-L7<- 

8 

98 

102 

QQ 
yy 

-'-7-'- 

Q7 

q8 

QQ 

1  Uq 

22  

96 

95 

111 

166 

March 

1  

102 

96 

88 

lii6 

8  

101 

Q7 
y  1 

y^ 

l?U 

15  

103 

100 

HQ 

l6o 

22  

102 

102 

1  07 

1  71 

29  

10^ 

lOS 

1  ?Q 
^cy 

?pn 

April 

5  ........ 

99 

lok 

11? 

pUq 

^^7 

12  

97 

101 

110 

?7U 

19  

105 

106 

120 

??q 

J^7 

26  

103 

109 

116 

May 

3  

101 

111 

112 

10  

99 

lOQ 

Q? 
yj 

J7  1 

17  

100 

Q7 

305 

2h  

101 

111 

Q7 
y ' 

Xlk 

31  

96 

106 

Ql 

June 

7  

101 

107 

101 

Ik 

98 

105 

QS 
y  y 

??6 

21  

102 

Q? 

^n^ 

28  

.:  99 

101 

96 

291 

July 

5  

•:  95 

96 

72 

210 

12  

.:  10? 

QQ 

yy 

1  Oik 

19  

99 
yy 

98 

Q7 
y  1 

26  

98 

96 

Qil 

T  QQ 
-1-77 

August 

2  

QQ 

yy 

yj 

QR 
yy 

1  fto 

XO7 

9  

98 

9^ 

Q^ 

16  

98 

91 

q6 

7^ 

1  6q 

23  

100 

91 

106 

1  7Q 
17 

30  

101  ' 

92 

; 

86 

1  5l4. 

XP4- 

September 

6  

•  98 

90 

7q 

(  7 

1  PI 

13  

97 

87 

105 

128 

20  „  

99 

87 

91 

116 

27  

102 

88 

T  nn 

XXD 

October 

100 

88 

q? 

7j 

xuo 

11  

:  101 

89  ' 

Q5 
77 

IU3 

18  

:  99 

88 

105 

108 

102 

90 

97 

lOU 

November 

102 

92 

103 

108 

8   

:  98 

90 

90 

97 

102 

92 

9k 

91 

101 

93 

113 

103 

:  99 

92 

99 

102 

December 

:  106 

97 

126 

128 

:  97 

9k 

97 

12^1 

:  100 

9k 

90 

112 

17  This  is  a  summary  of  an  experimental  report  of  the  movement  of  eggs  from  farms  into  trade 
channels      (receiv^^r^  i  arilliriQ-  a'i-  least  *00  -ases  wsr.v.iy)  . 
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Table  10. — Broilers:    Prices  per  pound,  selected  areas,  January  195**^  to  date 


Year 

Jan. 

:  Fet.  : 

Mar. 

:  Apr. 

:  May 

:  June 

:  July 

:  Aug. 

:  Sept. 

:  Oct. 

:  Nov. 

:  Dec. 

Ct . 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct, 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

(a)  U.  S.  mid-month  average  price  received  by  farmers 

,  live 

1951+ 

2k.2 

22.6 

2I+.3 

23.7 

2lt.lt 

25.lt 

24.9 

23.0 

21.0 

20.1 

19.2 

1955 

2k.k 

25.1+ 

29.7 

28. U 

27.0 

27.2 

26.5 

26.9 

25.2 

22.0 

21.2 

19.4 

1956 

20.6 

21.1*- 

21.9 

20.8 

21.1 

20.2 

21.4 

19.6 

18.2 

17.2 

16.8 

16.6 

1957 

18.0 

19-5 

19.5 

18.8 

19.3 

20.7 

21.lt 

20.7 

18.1 

17.0 

16.9 

16.4 

1958 

19.9 

20.3 

21.5 

19.3 

20.1 

21.0 

19.4 

18.0 

16.6 

15.8 

15-9 

15.1 

1959 

(b) 

Del44ar- 

■Va,  average  price,  live 

y 

1951+ 

22.2 

20.9 

21.9 

25.1 

21.8 

2lt.7 

25.3 

25.0 

24.1 

18.0 

21.8 

19.1 

1955 

25.1 

26.9 

29.8 

32.0 

25.2 

28.1 

28.0 

28.0 

26.9 

20.8 

18.7 

19.7 

1956 

21.5 

22.9 

22.9 

20.9 

21.2 

19.1 

22.9 

19.3 

18.4 

18.1 

16.4 

17.2 

1957 

lo.l 

20.8 

21.9 

20.2 

19.1 

21.8 

22.1 

21.8 

19.2 

17.0 

16.7 

16.1 

1958 

lo.o 

20.3 

22.3 

19.2 

21.1+ 

22.3 

20.7 

18.5 

16.2 

15-7 

17.0 

15.0 

1959 

16.2 

(c)  North  Georgia,  price  at 

farm,  live  l/ 

195'^ 

22.0 

22.0 

23.3 

23.8 

21. U 

22.2 

24.5 

25.2 

22.6 

18.2 

21.0 

18.7 

1955 

22.0 

23.7 

28.1 

29.9 

25.3 

26.5 

24.3 

26.0 

25.0 

21.0 

21.1 

18.7 

1956 

21.3 

21.1 

21.0 

19.6 

20.0 

18.2 

21.4 

18.8 

16.6 

17.0 

16.0 

15.1 

1957 

lD.4- 

19.0 

19.8 

19.1 

17.8 

20.1 

20.2 

20.0 

17.6 

15.0 

15.6 

16.2 

1958 

17.7 

19.2 

21.0 

18.2 

19.8 

20.0 

19.2 

17.0 

15-8 

15.9 

14.4 

1959 

15.6 

(d) 

San  Joaquin  Valley  of 

California,  country  paying  price 

1/ 

195'^ 

25.lt 

26.5 

25.0 

21^.5 

2I+.I 

28.lt 

25.5 

28.5 

24.6 

24.0 

24.2 

21.5 

1955 

22. k 

26.0 

30.6 

33.0 

27.5 

30.0 

28.0 

29.0 

28.1 

23.8 

21.0 

20.7 

1956 

21.1 

22.1 

21.1 

21.6 

22.0 

22.0 

23.5 

23.0 

21.5 

10.6 

lO.H 

17.0 

1957 

22.8 

19-5 

2U.6 

19.2 

19.6 

22.0 

22.0 

22.3 

20.6 

16.5 

iD.D 

16. 0 

1958 

18.9 

21.9 

23.6 

20.6 

21.6 

22.0 

21.9 

19.4 

17.6 

15.0 

I0.2 

15.6 

1959 

17.6 

(e) 

Chicago, 

eviscerated  broilers. 

wholesale 

i/ 

193k 

39-7 

37. U 

39-1 

39.2 

36.1 

37.7 

40-5 

41.1 

37.6 

32.5 

35.^ 

32.5 

1955 

35.8 

38.8 

U5.2 

1^7.2 

1+1.0 

lt2.6 

39.8 

42.2 

32.6 

35.2 

34.2 

32.2 

1956 

36.3 

35.9 

35-8 

33.6 

33-6 

32.0 

35.2 

32.5 

30.1 

28.6 

27.8 

26.3 

1957 

29-3 

33.8 

33.6 

32.5 

29.1+ 

33.9 

33.4 

33.6 

30.5 

27.5 

26.8 

27.2 

1958 

29.2 

32.2 

35.0 

31.5 

33.9 

3I+.2 

2/32.8 

29.8 

27.1 

27.6 

28.4 

25.8 

1959 

26.1 

(f )  New  York, 

N.  Y.  dressed 

broilere 

,  2|  lb . , 

wholesale  l/ 

195i^ 

30.1 

28. U 

28.6 

32.2 

29.3 

30.6 

31.0 

30.2 

30.2 

25.0 

26.7 

25.0 

1955 

31.7 

32.7 

35.6 

37.0 

31.2 

35.0 

34.1 

33.0 

33-'^ 

25.9 

26.8 

24.2 

1956 

27.1+ 

27.0 

27.1+ 

25.0 

26.6 

26.8 

28.1 

24.8 

24.2 

22.8 

21.1 

22.2 

1957 

2k.2 

25.2 

26.8 

25.14 

21+.6 

26.5 

27.1 

27.4 

26.8 

22.8 

23.8 

22.8 

1958 

2h.e 

26.6 

27-3 

26.6 

28.0 

28.3 

2/27.1 

23.8 

22.5 

20.5 

21.5 

20.6 

1959 

24.8 

1/  First  full  week  of  month. 
2/  4  day  average. 
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Tatle  11. --Weekly  chick  placements  related  to  1957        1958  broiler 
production,  22  important  States 


Placements  related  to 
1957  production 


Placements  related  to 
1958  production 


1957 

Total 

State 

:  Last 

J;  X  J.  &  U 

pro- 

Xido 1/ 

•        r  X  i.  &  U 

As  a  per- 

:9 weeks 
:of  1956 

of  1957 

XU  UcLX 

duction 

of  1957 

Of  1958 

Number 

centage 
of  pre- 
ceding 

year 

:  Thou. 

T'Vi  rvn 

xxiuu . 

J.Ii\J  U. . 

XliUU  • 

XXiwix  • 

Thou. 

Pet. 

Maine 

8.1 

4p  p 

^0  4 

8  4 

1l7  1 

*+  (  •  X 

55.5 

110 

Connecticut 

:  k.l 

p4 

P8  4 

p8  4 

4  4 

PR  8 

30.2 

106 

Pennsylvania:  5.6 

Ql  7 
J-L.  1 

■57 
J  (  •  J 

0.0 

i^3.5 

117 

■  D.J 

38.0 

44.3 

42.4 

7.3 

39.8 

47.1 

106 

•  1 

-L  •  3 

1  'J 

8  8 

8  ^ 

1.1 

7  S 

8.6 

97 

Hissouri 

P"!  D 

PQ  O 

pft  p 

4  4 

.  c 

34.6 

119 

4 

oft  n 

93.5 

l>.5 

fto  ft 

98.3 

100 

TOP 

68  P 

78  4 

7ii  '5 

-1-0  .J- 

7^^  Q 

90.0 

✓ 

115 

Vt  y*c3"^  n"i 

V  -L  X  ^-L  i-l-L  ct 

q  h 

SS  6 

63  6 

Q  0 

PP  . 

65-1 

100 

West 

Virginia 

3.6 

pp  "? 

pc;  ft 

OK  0 

28.3 

110 

North 

Carolina 

'  ik.k 

1  07  c; 

XUD  •  f 

XO  •  J 

Tin  0 

XXU  .y 

129.2 

120 

South 

Carolina 

2.6 

1 4  0 

Xxj  .  D 

1  7 

xp  .4 

18.3 

111 

Georgia 

38.7 

238.3 

277.0 

261.0 

44.1 

264.6 

308.7 

111 

Florida 

1.8 

Q  R 

n  p 

1  D  Q 

1  7 

TOO 

11.7 

104 

Alabama 

14.6 

93-7 

108.3 

103.9 

18.1 

117.8 

136.0 

126 

Mississippi 

9-h 

60.3 

69.6 

66.6 

11.0 

75.4 

86.4 

124 

Arkansas  ; 

15.1 

1  no  p 

Tin  0 

1ft  ft 
XO  .  0 

Xidl .  X 

139.9 

121 

Louisieina 

2.4 

15.7 

18.1 

17.4 

2.4 

18.9 

1  Tft 

xxo 

Texas 

15.0 

88.5 

103.5 

100.8 

15.0 

102.9 

118.0 

114 

Washington  : 

1.8 

10.6 

12.4 

11.7 

1.7 

14.4 

16.2 

130 

Oregon 

1.2 

6.6 

7.8 

7.7 

1.1 

7.5 

8.6 

110 

California  ; 

7.2 

39.2 

46.4 

i^3.5 

7.3 

^3.3 

50.6 

109 

Total,  : 

22  States  : 

191.4 

1,167.7 

1,359-2 

l,303.i^ 

216.9 

1,329.2 

1,546.1 

114 

u.  S. 

total 


1,451.7 
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Table  13. — Turkey  prices,  per  pound:     Selected  series,  June  195**  to  date 


Season 

•    June  : 

July  : 

Aug.  : 

Sept .  : 

Oct.  : 

Nov. 

:    Dec.  : 

Jan.     :    Feb.  : 

Mar. 

:  Apr. 

May 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents  Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

(a)  Average  farm  price. 

mid-month  (live).  United  States 

195^^-55 

31.3 

28.6 

27.8 

27.6 

27.0 

28.5 

29.6 

27. If  29.5 

30.1+ 

29.7 

28.9 

1955-56 

29.4 

29.6 

29.5 

31.0 

31.2 

29.8 

30.5 

30.6  31.0 

31.3 

30.8 

30.6 

1956-57 

29.1 

28.6 

28.3 

26.7 

25.9 

25.9 

27.8 

26.6  25.3 

25.5 

25.8 

2I4..2 

1957-58 

:  23.3 

21.8 

22.7 

22.9 

22.3 

23.5 

2I4..5 

22.6  24.7 

27.1 

26.5 

27.1 

1958-59 

:  25.6 

2I+.6 

21).. 9 

23.7 

2k.Q 

23-1 

23-3 

(b)  Live,  heavy-type  young  toms,  San  Joaquin  Valley, 
California,  first  day  of  month  1/ 


25-26 
25-26 
30-33 
20-21 
22-23 


24-25 
28 
28 
17 
21 


24-  25 
27 

25-  26 
18-19 

23 


24 

27-29i 
244-26 

21 
20-21 


22-22| 
29-30 

25-25i 

i9i 

20 


23-24 
26I-27 

23-24i 

■  19 

19-191 


l8i 


23-24 
26i-27 
26-28 
20-21 

20 


21^-23 


17-19 
24 


1954-55 

26 

28 

28 

28 

28 

1955-56 

25-26 

30 

29 

3O5-3I 
27i-28 

2l|-22 

34i-35 

1956-57 

31 

27-28 

26i 

27-275 

1957-58 

22 

20 

20-21 

22 

1958-59 

28 

26 

264 

24 

24-244 

(c)  Live,  heavy-type  hens,  San  Joaquin  Valley,  California, 
first  day  of  month  1/ 


31-32 
33 
254-26 

22-  224 

23-  234 


314-  32 

315-  324 
255-26 

27-27i 

22-23 


24 


24 
24 


(d)  Frozen  eviscerated  toms,  heaviest  weights  quoted.  New  York  City, 
first  day  of  month  1/ 


50-52 
1^84-524 
64-65 
44-45 
424-434 


5lf-53f 
524-535 
'^24-434 


464-49 
^+95-53 
65-654 
40-43 
42-43 


51-53 
50-52 
47-4&4 


47-49 
51-54 
654-66 
4o-4i 


47-49 
555-57 


4o4-42 


60-61 
374-^04 
39-J+l 


464-49 
504-54 
50-52 
38-394 
40-43 


44-48 
48-50 
43-444 
38-404 
394-^3 


434-^*6 
474-484 


43^5 
53-54 
474-J^9 
39^1 


404-44 


44-48 
54-55 
46-47 

384 


444-48  46-49  474-504 

54-55  575-58  614-62 

44-444  45-464  42-44 

384-4o|  384-404  41-42 


49-50  45-46 


454-48 
48-494 
46J+7 
37-38 

414-424 


48-494 
40-4li 
39-43 

(e)  Frozen  eviscerated  hens,  12-14  pounds.  New  York  City,  first  day  of  month  1/ 
47-49 


48-494 
494-51 
i^34-444 
375-38 

40-4l4 


51-52i 
44-444 
38-39 
40-4l4 


494-51 
52-54 
44-45 
4o-4o4 
40-4l4 


51-53 
504-52 
44-454 
43-44 
39-41 


48-51 
50-51 

42-  43 

43-  44 
39-404 


48-51 
50-51 
39-40 
43-44 


48-50 
494-51 
394-J+14 
46-47 


48-50  5I5-534 
50-514  535-54 
424-434  — 
50-504  2/45-46 


(f)  Live,  Beltsville  Small  I'/hites,  Shenandoah  Valley,  Virginia  and 
West  Virginia,  first  day  of  month  1/ 


30-31 

31 

29 
23-234 

28 


28-30 


27-294 
304-31 
265-27 
23 

25-26 


28 
21 


26-264 

30-304 

264 

23 

244-25 


244 
27 
29-30 

20 
24 


274-28 

29 

31-32 

32 

28 

30 

30 

30 

31 

30-304 

304-31 

30-314 

28-284 

294 

33 

30-31 

29-30 

25-26 

25 

254-  26 

24|-25 

255-  264 

26-27 

26 

26-27 

26 

26 

24-25 

23-234 

23-  234 

24-  245 

30 

24-25 

27 

30 

30 

284-30 

24-25 

24-25 

23 

(g)  Live,  heavy-type  toms,  Io\ra,  first  Friday  of  month  _3/ 


26 
29-31 
25-254 
195-204 
22 


24-244 

30 
24-25 
20-204 
22-22f 


23-24 
26-27 

23-234 
20 
20 


25-254  20-23 
28-284 


234 


27-30 

22-22J 

20-214 


20-22 
28-304 


21 


(h)  Live,  heavy- type  hens. 


1954-55 

28 

30i-304 

1955-56 

32-33 

304-314 

34 

1956-57 

274-28  28 

284 

26-264 

1957-58 

214-22 

23 

22-23 

1958-59 

27 

264-27 

25 

29-30 
37 

274-28 

23-24 
26-264 


324-33 

33 
27-274 
25 
24 


loTO,  first  Friday  of  month  3/ 

35-354    274 

32-34 
28-284 
28-28t 
23 


28-284 


1/  Or  next  date  when  quotation  is  available. 
2/  14-15  pounds. 

3/  Beginning  I958,  first  day  of  month,  or  first  day  thereafter. 
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Table  lk. — Turkey  poiolts:    Monthly  hatchings  in  commercial  hatcheries,  availahle  data,  and 
calendar  year  totals  of  turkeys  raised,  United  States,  September  1953  to  date 


Sept . 

Oct . 

Nov. 

Dec . 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

-Tl  ITl  ^ 
0  Ull^ 

.Till  V 

V  U_L  J 

Number 
reised 

1/ 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

(a)  All  turkeys 

1953-5** 

0.5 

.u 

.7 

1.7 

3.0 

5.0 

11.2 

16.2 

16.7 

10.8 

3.9 

1.1* 

67.7 

195i*-55 

0.7 

•  7 

1.2 

2.2 

2.6 

3.8 

8.9 

11^.6 

17.2 

11.6 

»*.3 

1.5 

65.6 

1955-56 

0.6 

.5 

.9 

1.9 

2.9 

5.7 

12.1^ 

17.8 

19-6 

13-1* 

5-3 

1.8 

76.7 

1956-57 

0.7 

.7 

1-5 

3-1 

**.3 

6.7 

13-2 

18.8 

20.0 

13.2 

1+.8 

1.6 

2/81.1 

1957-58 

0.6 

.5 

1.0 

2.1 

3.3 

5.5 

11-7 

17.1 

19.1 

13.8 

6.k 

2.0 

2/77.9 

1958-59 

1.1 

1.2 

1-7 

(b)  Light -breed  turkeys 

1953-5** 

.h 

.7 

1.3 

1.8 

1-7 

1.8 

2.3 

3.3 

3.0 

2.k 

1.3 

19.2 

195i+-55 

0.7 

•7 

1.0 

1.7 

1.1* 

1.1 

1.1 

1.8 

2.k 

2.6 

2.2 

1.2 

16.8 

1955-56 

o.u 

.3 

.5 

.9 

.9 

.8 

1.0 

1.6 

2.1* 

2.5 

2.2 

1.1 

13.6 

1956-57 

o.k 

.3 

.7 

1.1 

1.0 

.8 

1.1 

1.6 

2.1* 

2.3 

1-9 

.9 

2/13.1+ 

1957.58 

0.2 

.2 

.3 

.6 

.8 

1.0 

1.1 

1-5 

2.1 

2.1 

1-9 

1.1 

2/12.1 

1958-59 

0.5 

.5 

.6 

(c)  All  heavy -breed  turkeys 

1953-5** 

3/ 

3/ 

0.1 

.3 

1.2 

3.1* 

9.** 

13.9 

13.1* 

7-7 

1.1* 

.1 

1*8.5 

195**-55 

3/ 

0.1 

.2 

.5 

1.2 

2.7 

7.8 

12.8 

1I+.8 

9.0 

2.1 

.3 

I48.8 

1955-56 

0.1 

.2 

.J| 

1.0 

2.0 

l*.9 

11. U 

16.3 

17.2 

11.0 

3-1 

.7 

63.1 

1956-57 

0.3 

.k 

.8 

2.0 

3-3 

5.8 

12.1 

17.2 

17.6 

11.0 

2.9 

.7 

2/67.8 

1957-58 

0.3 

.k 

.7 

1-5 

2.5 

**.5 

10.6 

15.6 

16.9 

11.7 

k.k 

.9 

2/65.8 

1958-59 

0.5 

.7 

1.1 

(d)  Light-feathered  heavy-breed  tvirkeys 

1955-56 

V 

v 

V 

V 

0.9 

1.2 

1.9 

3-0 

3-7 

2.8 

1.6 

.7 

15.8 

1956-57 

0.3 

.9 

1.1 

1.1 

1.6 

2.5 

3.3 

2.6 

1.3 

.6 

2/1I+.9 

1957-58 

•  0.3 

.3 

.5 

•7 

.7 

•  9 

1.3 

2.1 

3.0 

2.1* 

1.6 

.8 

2/13.8 

1958-59 

0.5 

.6 

.8 

(e)  Other  heavy -breed  tvirkeys 

1955-56 

V 

1.1 

3.8 

9.5 

13.3 

13.5 

8.2 

1.5 

3/ 

1+7. 1* 

1956-57 

3/ 

0.2 

1.1 

2.2 

10.14- 

IU.7 

11*. 3 

8.1^ 

1.6 

.1 

2/52.9 

1957-58 

0.1 

.2 

.8 

1.7 

3.6 

9-2 

13.5 

13-9 

9-3 

2.9 

.1 

2/52.0 

1958-59 

•  3/ 

0.1 

.2 

1/  In  calendar  year  beginning  January. 

2/  Preliminary. 

3/  Less  than  O.05  million. 

h/  Reported  series  began  Janiiary  1956. 
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Table  15 • --Turkeys : 

Indicators  of  size  of 

crop,  early  January,  1959 

[           Volume , 

current  season,  as  a  percentage 
of  year  before 

Item 

:  Beltsville-: 

:  type 

:     turkeys  : 

White- 
feathered 
heavy 
turkeys 

Bronze 
turkeys 

;  All 

[  turkeys 

:  Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Hatchings ,  Sept . -Nov . 
Eggs  in  incubators,  ; 

Dec.  1  ; 
Breeders  tested,  July  1 

through  Nov. 
Intentions  (Oct.  l)  on  : 

size  of  Jan.  1  ; 

breeder  flock  l/  : 
Intentions  to  raise  ; 

turkeys,  I959  ; 

:  239 
151 

J.y\J 
• 

138 
1  116 

175 
155 
159 

125 
118 

127 
Ik 
100 

104 
99 

189 
'  125 
117 

111 
105 

1/  On  February  13,  information  vill  be  available  on  the  January  1 
number  of  bareeder  hens  on  farms. 
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Table  16. — Turkey  breeders:    Testings,  intentions,  January  1  numbers,  and  subsequent 
numbers  of  turkeys  raised;  available  data,  by  breed  types,  19^5  to  date 


(including  data  for  cover  chart)  ' 


Year  : 

Turkeys 
under 

tested 
NTIP 

:                     :      Breeders  on  : 
.  Intentions  .     ^^^3^           ^  . 

Turkeys 

raised 

12  months  : 
ending,  : 
July  1  : 

D  months 
ending 
Jan.  1 

^          \J\J     XV c ^ 

^           ViX.  ecu. CI  D  ^  , 

<  J              1    1      a                 i_                         1       /  ^ 

.  w-"*-        ^/  .porteQ 

:As  percent: 
:  of  pre-  : 

:vious  year: 

Per 
Jan.  1 

breeder 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Pet .            Mil . 

Pet. 

Mil. 

No. 

(a)    All  turkeys 

19^+5  : 

4.5 

107 

42.9 

9-5 

19^6  : 

4.8 

107 

4o.l 

8.3 

19^7  : 

3.8 

78 

34.0 

9.0 

1948  : 

2.5 

67 

31-5 

12.4 

1949  : 

3-1 

124 

41.3 

13-1 

1950  : 

3.3 

104 

44.4 

13.6 

1951  : 

3.2 

98 

53-3 

16 .6 

1952  : 

3-7 

115 

62.3 

16.9 

1953  : 

2.7 

2.1 

3-2 

86 

59.8 

18.9 

1954  : 

2.2 

3-1 

98 

67.7 

21.9 

1955  : 

2.9 

2.2 

3.0 

97 

65.6 

21.8 

1956  : 

3.1 

2.3 

112  3-2 

107 

76.7 

23 -o 

1957 

3.8 

2.8 

114  3.7 

114 

81.2 

22.1 

1958  : 

3.5 

2.5 

95  3-i^ 

93 

77-9 

22.0 

1959  : 

111 

(b)    Heavy -breed  turkeys 

1950 

2/39-1 

1951 

2/42.1 

1952 

2/44.3 

1953 

2.3 

1.8 

11 

43.4 

1954 

2.2 

1.7 

2.4 

91 

48.5 

19.9 

1955 

2.4 

1.8 

2.5 

102 

48.8 

19-7 

1956 

2.7 

2.0 

113  2.8 

112 

63.1 

22.7 

1957 

3-3 

2.5 

116  3-2 

115 

67  •  0 

21.2 

1958 

3.0 

2.3 

96  3.0 

3^ 

22. 0 

1959 

107 

(c)    Light -breed  turkeys 

1950 

2/5-3 

1951 

27ll. 2 

1952 

2/18.1 

1953 

:  0.5 

0.3 

11 

140 

J.U  •  *+ 

195^^ 

:  .8 

.5 

0.7 

19.2 

29-2 

1955 

:  .6 

X 

•5 

81 

16.8 

31-5 

1956 

:  .5 

.3 

107  .5 

86 

13.6 

29-9 

1957 

:  -5 

.3 

97  -5 

105 

13.4 

28.0 

1958 

:  .5 

.2 

87  .4 

89 

12.1 

28.6 

1959 

138 

1/  Intentions  as  of  preceding  October       2/  Derived.     3/  Data  not  comparable. 
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Table  17. — Turkeys  raised  and  related  data;  available  data,  United  States  1930  to  date 


;            Absolute  numbers 

Change  from  preceding  year 

1  Turkeys 
[  raised 

Turkey- 
feed 
price 
ratio 
1/ 

Breeder 
hens  on 
farms , 
Jan .  X 

Number 

Percent 

Turkeys 

raised 
1  / 

Turkey- 
feed 
price 
ratio 

±J 

Breeder 
hens  on 
farms , 
jan .  X 
£/ 

Turkeys 
raised 

£/ 

Turkey- 
feed 
price 
ratio 
i./ 

Farmers ' 
inten- 
t  ions 

to  raise 
turkeys 

Breeder 
hens  on 
farms , 
jan .  X 
£/ 

:  Millions 

Pounds 

Millions 

Millions 

Pounds 

Millions 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

a.  All 

turkeys 

1930 

':  17 

11.2 

-1 

-1.9 

-6 

-15 

1931 

18 

10.7 

1 

-0.5 

5 

-4 

1932 

22 

14.6 

3-9 

etc. 

3d 

1933 

23 

11.7 

1 

-2.9 

4 

-20 

T  00  )i 

22 

8.0 

-2 

-3.7 

-7 

-32 

1935 

21 

7.6 

-1 

-.4 

-4 

-5 

1936 

28 

12.2 

7 

4.6 

34 

61 

- 

1937 

26 

6.6 

3.5 

-2 

-5.6 

-8 

-46 

1938 

27 

10.7 

3.2 

1 

4.1 

-0.3 

4 

62 

6 

-7 

1939 

3^+ 

12.5 

3-9 

7 

1.8 

.7 

25 

17 

27 

21 

1940 

3^^ 

k.6 

3/ 

-3.1 

.7 

1 

-25 

5 

18 

19^1 

33 

3.8 

-1 

0 

-.8 

-4 

0 

-3 

-16 

19^+2 

33 

10.1 

4.0 

■3.1 

•  f 

.  J. 

4/ 

'7 
[ 

Q 

3 

19^+3 

3-9 

-1 

2.3 

-.1 

-2 

23 

12 

-2 

1  qIlIl 

35 

11.3 

4.2 

3 

-1.1 

.3 

10 

-9 

2 

8 

19^+5 

^3 

11.8 

8 

.5 

.3 

22 

4 

8 

7 

19^+6 

40 

11.1 

4.8 

-3 

-.7 

.3 

-6 

-6 

-5 

7 

19l;7 

3^ 

10.2 

3.8 

-6 

-.9 

-1.1 

-15 

-8 

-16 

-22 

I9U8 

32 

7.7 

2.5 

-2 

-2.5 

-1.2 

-7 

-25 

-18 

-33 

19)49 

Ul 

13.1 

3.1 

10 

^.^ 

.6 

31 

70 

25 

lh 

1950 

kh 

10.2 

3.3 

3 

-2.9 

.1 

8 

-22 

1 

\ 

1951  • 

53 

9.0 

3.2 

9 

-1.2 

.1 

20 

-12 

1 

-2 

1952  : 

62 

9.2 

3-7 

9 

.2 

.5 

17 

2 

11 

15 

1953 

60 

8.2 

3.2 

-3 

-1.0 

-.5 

-4 

-11 

-8 

-14 

195^+  : 

68 

9.1 

3.1 

8 

.9 

-.1 

13 

11 

7 

-2 

1955  : 

66 

7.5 

3.0 

-2 

-1.6 

-.1 

-3 

-18 

-1^ 

-3 

1956  5/ 

77 

9.0 

3.2 

11 

1.5 

.2 

17 

20 

6 

7 

1957  5/- 

81 

7.5 

3.7 

-1.5 

.4 

6 

-17 

10 

14 

1958  : 

78 

7.0 

3.'+ 

3 

-.5 

.3 

-4 

-7 

1 

-7 

43 
49 

49 

63 

68 
66 


16 
19 
17 
14 

13 
12 


b.  Heavy-breed  turkeys 


2.7 
2.4 

2.5 
2.8 
3.2 
3.0 


0.5 
.7 
.5 
.5 
.5 
.4 


6/-1 

5 

3/ 
14 

5 
-2 


-.3 
3/ 
.3 
.4 


6/-2 
12 

1 
29 


-3 


c .  Light-breed  turkeys 


6/ 


2 

3 
-2 

-3 

3/ 
-1 


.2 
-.1 
-.1 

3/ 
-.1 


6/-9 
17 
-12 

-19 
-2 


-3 
6 
0 

,14 
13 
3 


-23 

■9 
-11 
-16 

-3 
-11 


-9 

2 
12 
14 


40 
-19 
-14 

5 

-11 


1/  Weighted  average  of  monthly  ratios  as  follows:     193^-44,  preceding  October,  11  preceding  November, 
4;  preceding  December,  4;  January,  1.     1945  to  date,  preceding  October,  2;  preceding  November,  4;  preced- 
ing December,  3;  Januai-y  1.     2/  Computed  from  unrounded  data.    _3/  Change  smaller  than  0.5-     4/  Less  than 
0.05.     5/  Preliminary.     6/  Derived. 
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